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Mission Statement
Marion County provides professional and resourceful public services for our citizens through strategic planning 
and cost-effective implementation of county initiatives, generating positive results that set the standard for 
quality local government.
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COMMISSION DELIVERS 
LONG-TERM 

SOLID WASTE 
SOLUTION 

An award-winning publication

The Marion County Board of County 
Commissioners held an important vote 
in December – one that ended a disposal 

debate that has spanned several commissions. 
On Dec. 20, 2011, commissioners unanimously 
approved (4-0) a contract with A.C.M.S. Inc. to 
fund and dispose of waste at A.C.M.S.’s Bushnell 
(Sumter County) landfill. Commissioner Kathy Bryant 
was absent from the meeting but also expressed her 
support for the project through a letter to the board 
chairman. 

Through the agreement, the county agreed to 
pay $20 million for 2.5 million tons of disposal 
capacity in A.C.M.S.’s landfill at a guaranteed 
rate of eight dollars per ton. The A.C.M.S. site is 
projected to provide enough space to accommodate 
approximately 20 years’ worth of Marion County 
waste, depending on the amount disposed each 
year. When combined with the remaining capacity 
at the county’s Baseline landfill, this move is 
expected to meet county disposal needs for more 
than 30 years. 

By Christy Jergens, Marion County Office of Public Information

(continued on next page)
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Focus 
on fostering
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The earliest recorded baseball 
games at Orange Lake Community 
Park took place in 1918. The land 
encompassed by W.H. Willoughby 
Park once belonged to a farmer 
and preacher from Alabama. 
County parks are rich in history, 
and a Marion County department 
wants to preserve as much of it as 
possible. 

Marion County Parks and Recreation is inviting residents to assist in its collection 
of historical park information and photographs by sharing any little known fact 
or visual about a county park. If you know why a park was given a certain name, 
treasure an old photograph of a park or have just about any other historical 
information on a county park, please contact Marion County Parks and Recreation 
Director Gina Peebles at 352-671-8560 or gina.peebles@marioncountyfl.org to 
share your story.

Learn more about Marion County Parks and Recreation at www.marioncountyfl.
org/parks.htm.

NEWSFLASH

D id you know you can help care for some of 
the smallest, youngest and most helpless 
animals in Marion County? By becoming a 
foster parent to a cat or dog that’s too young 

or sick to be placed for adoption, you can give that animal 
a second chance at a happy ending. 

Staff will welcome you to the program once you submit 
your application (available at the Marion County Animal 
Center, located along Baseline Road) and confirm you 
meet all the requirements, including ensuring your own 
animals are current on their rabies vaccines and county 
licenses. Foster families are responsible for keeping the 
animals inside their home and providing food, water and 
lots of love. Animal Services will provide vaccinations and 
health checks as needed. Call 352-671-8700 or visit the 
Animal Center for more information. 

LOOKS INTO LOCAL PARKS HISTORY By Elaine DeIorio, Marion County Office of Public 
Information

Parks and
Recreation

By Barbra Hernández, Marion County Office of Public Information 

&Q  ACOUNTY

Q: How do I get a copy of a birth or death 
certificate? 

A: The Marion County branch of the state Health 
Department can assist you with both of those. For more 
information, visit http://www.doh.state.fl.us/chdMarion/
services/vital_stats.html.  

Willis Henry and Odelia Willoughby



By Elaine DeIorio, Marion County Office of Public Information

JANET ‘JAN’ STEVENS ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF ASSISTANT 	
GROWTH MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 	
(ZONING DIVISION)
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Jackson (A066558) - This 3-month-old ball 
of fur and fun named Jackson wants to roll 
right into your heart. He’s already litter box-
trained and gets along with kids of all ages, 
as well as other cats, so he’s perfect for any 
family. Take Jackson home today!

Tot (A066266) - It was just a few days after 
New Years when a good Samaritan brought 
this skinny 10-month-old stray Chihuahua to 
the Animal Center. Now, just a few weeks 
later, little Tot is ready to start the New Year 
off right this time and is hoping for a forever 
family to adopt her. If you think you could 
welcome all 5.2 pounds of this little pup into 
your home, come visit her today!

The adoption fee for Jackson (A066558) or 
Tot (A066266) is only $40 and includes their 
spay/neuter surgeries, county licenses, current 
vaccinations and microchips. Call Marion 
County Animal Services at 352-671-8700 
for more information or visit the department 
Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. or 
Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tot
(A066266) 

Pets
––
of 

the
––Month

Compiled by Barbra Hernández, Marion County Office of Public Information

Jackson
(A066558)  

Calendar Eventsof
Find out what events 

are coming up in Marion 
County. Check the online 

calendar of events.   

When did you start with Marion County?  
Sept. 28, 1987.

Are you from here originally? No, I moved 
here from Elkhart, Ind. in 1963. 

What led you to your current career or 
position? While working for the City of Ocala 
(City Manager’s Office), I was involved in the 
preparation of the city council agenda. I was 
hired at the county to take on the task in the 
Board of County Commissioners’ office. 

What’s your favorite or most rewarding 
part of your job?  I really like all phases of my 
job here in Zoning. It also helps to work with a 
great group of employees!

What is your typical day, week or month 
like? My monthly duties include: processing 

zoning changes, special use permit requests 
and variances, preparing legal advertising 
notices, recording and transcribing Zoning 
Commission and Board of Adjustment meeting 
minutes, preparing the zoning portion of the 
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
agenda, preparing letters advising applicants 
of the results of their zoning requests and 
recording results in the computer data files. 
Also, I process payroll, order office supplies, 
document and monitor budget expenditures, 
prepare monthly activity reports...and, I know 
I’ve forgotten something. Then, I start all over 
again!

What would you like for the average 
resident to know about your department 
or position? Our zoning supervisors and 
employees are very knowledgeable and are 

conscientious about taking the time necessary 
to help everyone who calls or comes into our 
office. 

What would people be surprised to 
know about you? I used to be an evidence 
technician with the Ocala Police Department.

What’s the oddest job you’ve ever had?  
I was a soda jerk at a drugstore when I was 16.

What are your hobbies/interests? I love 
doing yard work – even mowing (but only in 
my own yard). I also love spending time with 
my family.  
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