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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
 

                111 SE 25th Avenue September 21, 2011 
3:00 PM 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
4. Adopt the Following Minutes 

 
5. Council Items 

 
A. Discussion of Active to Passive Parks 

 
B. Forest Community Center at Sandhill Park Tour 

 
6. Staff Items 

 
A. FRPA Media Excellence Award 

 
7. Notation for Record 

 
A. Traffic Counts 

 
B. Outdoor Times 

 
C. The Fun Times 

 
 



PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MINUTES FROM MEETING OF AUGUST 17, 2011 

 

The Marion County Parks and Recreation Advisory Council (PRAC) held a public 
meeting on August 17, 2011 at the McPherson Governmental Campus, Green Clover 
Hall. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jennifer Blair        
Pat Gabriel, Chair 
Rock Gibboney        
Ken Gordon 
Bill Ward, Vice Chair 
         
STAFF PRESENT  
Cynthia Fifelski, Administrative Staff Assistant 
Leah Hoffman, Administrative Manager 
Gina Peebles, Director 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order at 3:01 p.m. by Chair Gabriel.   Bill Ward led the 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL 

Roll call was taken by Cynthia Fifelski, Administrative Staff Assistant, Marion County 
Parks and Recreation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION:   Jennifer Blair made a motion to accept the July 17, 2011 minutes as 
presented; Ken Gordon seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE  ITEMS   
Commissioner Mike Amsden - Discussion of Active to Passive Parks - During the 
Department’s budget defense, the Commission tasked the Council to review active 
parks which could be made passive.  Commissioner Amsden explained to the Council 
his interpretation of this direction, which included community partnerships for the 
maintenance of parks and what facilities and / or services are being provided that are 
“nice to have” not “need to have.”  The Council will further review information provided 
by the Department, visit parks and make a recommendation at the September 21 
meeting 
 
Park Partnership Application Review - Leah Hoffman highlighted the details of the five 
applications received.  Representatives of the organizations provided a brief overview of 
their projects.  The Council agreed to vote on the grant requests for playground and 
other improvements separately.  MOTION:   Jennifer Blair made a motion to 
recommend approval of $639.45 for the swing set and related signage at the Mike Giffin 
Memorial Park; Bill Ward seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
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MOTION:   Bill Ward made a motion to recommend approval of $7,500 each to the Blue 
Sink Community Club, Cal Ripken, Big Sun Youth Soccer and Rotary Sportsplex for 
other park improvements; Ken Gordon seconded; unanimous approval with Rock 
Gibboney abstaining; motion carried.  Ms. Peebles reminded the applicants that their 
grant request still required Commission approval.  If approved, the funds would become 
available after October 1, 2011 and their project must be complete by September 30, 
2012. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Park Partnership Application - Ms. Blair suggested that formal quotes be included with 
applications for funding, as well as a better description of the equipment. 
 
City of Ocala Recreation and Parks Update – Ms. Blair invited the Council to the 
Downtown Summer Jam Series on Friday, August 19 at 7 p.m. on the Downtown 
Square.  The Ocala Shockers 14U girl’s fast pitch team will be recognized during the 
event. 
 
Brick City Adventure Park Contest - Leah Hoffman noted that Brick City Adventure Park 
is eligible to receive up to $100,000 for park improvements through a Coca-Cola 
contest.  She explained the process and provided the web site to vote.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Gabriel adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.    
 

 

 

SIGNED                                                        DATE: __________________ 
                Chair, Pat Gabriel 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Cynthia Fifelski 


























