
act with the participants indi-
vidually to build trust and 
mutual respect.   

The program day will be split 
to allow the elementary age 
children interaction in the 
morning and the middle 
school age children interac-
tion in the afternoon.  

The Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department, in 
partnership with the Marion 
County School Board, Marion 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
and the Town of Reddick are 
working to provide recrea-
tional opportunities for ele-
mentary and middle school-
age children in the Reddick 
community. 

The historic Reddick school 
gymnasium, located at 4595 
West Highway 316, will be 
used to run a variety of pro-
grams on the first and third 
Saturday of each month be-
ginning in the early spring of 
2010.   

The School Board has do-

nated the use of the facility 
for this program while  Parks 
and Recreation staff will pro-
vide the equipment and ex-
pertise to teach the funda-
mentals of court sports and 
develop league games.  The 
{ƘŜǊǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
funding the program through 
drug seizure funds, will inter-

MODEL PARTNERSHIP UNDERWAYð Gina Peebles 

FRIENDS OF MARION COUNTY PARKS, INCð Leah Hoffman 

The Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department is  
working to establish a non-
profit  501(c)3 foundation to 
support the mission of the 
Department while enhancing 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
life.   

Attorney Jimmy Gooding and 
Accountant Mary Getsee 
have graciously donated their 
professional services to es-
tablish the foundation.   

The resulting organization 
will assist in fundraising for 
the Department for endeav-
ors such as recreation pro-
gram scholarships, grant 
matching, programs and 
events.  It will also provide an 
opportunity for tax deduc-
table land donations and park 
furnishings. 

For more information, please 
contact Administrative Man-
ager, Leah Hoffman, at (352) 671-8560. 
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Outdoor Times 

Outdoor Times is a 
monthly newsletter pro-
vided as a public service to 
park visitors and guests. 

Any questions related to 
this publication can be 
directed to Leah Hoffman, 
Administrative Manager, in 
writing at Marion County 
Parks and Recreation, 111 
SE  25 Avenue, Ocala, FL  
34471, by telephone at 
(352) 671-8560 or via 
email at:  
leah.hoffman@marioncou
ntyfl.org  
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The second annual Brunch 
with the Elves was held at 
Liberty Community Park and 
the Baseline Road Trailhead, 
hosting more than 70 chil-
dren and their parents be-
tween both locations last 
month.   

The children participated in 
holiday games, created a 
puppet craft, decorated cook-
ies, had brunch, and played 
on the playground. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ  ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǇǊŜ-
school age children an oppor-
tunity to direct their energy 

and creative talents into 
structured activities which 
added to the thrill of the sea-
ǎƻƴΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴπ
ager, Cathy Norris. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ  

would not have been possible 
without the staff and volun-
teers who made the day a 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ bƻǊǊƛǎΦ 

Volunteer coaches are also 
needed.  If you have basic 
knowledge of the game, love 
kids and are able to teach the 
fundamentals of the sport, 
then you  have what it takes 
to make this leisure interest a 
fun time for the players.   

Coaches are required to have 
a background check, drug 
screen, and physical to insure 
the safety of the participants 

aŀǊƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
Recreation Department is 
beginning a new flag football 
season for children ages 5-12.  
Play begins  on Jan. 23 and 
will run for six weeks.   

Participants will learn basic 
skills and strategies of flag 
football along with concepts 
such as teamwork, fair play 
and recreation as a form of 
fitness.  

and the coaches. 

For more information, or to 
pre-register, please contact 
Recreation Specialist, Dan 
Burleigh at 671-8552. 

 

 

BRUNCH WITH THE ELVES PUT SMILES ON FACES - Leah Hoffman 

FLAG FOOTBALL STARTING AT WRIGLEY FIELDSð Dan Burleigh 

COUNTY RECEIVES $25,000 FEDEREAL GRANT FOR INSTALLATION OF 
WATERLESS URINALS- Gina Peebles 

grant funds to install the new 
waterless urinals at several of 
ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ 
stated Commission Chair, 
Barbara Fitos.   

ά9ŀŎƘ ǳǊƛƴŀƭ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
save more than 41,000 gal-
lons of water per year, result-
ing in cost savings needed to 
fund park operations and 
ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment Director, Gina Peebles. 

The energy efficiency im-
provements are part of the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
make office buildings and 
facilities more energy effi-
cient in order to reduce elec-
tricity costs and decrease 
water waste. 

 

Marion County was recently 
awarded $25,000 in federal 
grant funds that will enable 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department to implement 
energy and water efficiency 
and conservation improve-
ments at parks county-wide. 

ά!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻƴπ
going efforts toward energy 
and water conservation, the 
department will utilize these  

ά!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
ongoing efforts toward 
energy and water 
conservat ion ,  th e 
department will utilize 
these grant funds to 
install the new waterless 
urinals at several of our 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ 
stated Commission Chair, 
Barbara Fitos.   
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Volunteers are needed for 
the program. 

Elf, Cynthia Fifelski, is 
helping a pre-schooler 
with her craft project. 


