
conserves its natural treasures, 
bestows an economic impact, 
maintains a sense of commu-
nity, imparts good health op-
portunities, affords youth 
achievement, has a respect for 
nature and ensures Floridaõs 
Futureé  Leading this organi-
zation will provide me the 
opportunity to support the 
profession to make sure peo-
ple of all ages can enjoy an 
active life and live it to the 
fullest.   In simple terms, qual-

ity of life Starts in Parkséó 

Representatives from the De-
partment will be represented 
at her swearing in ceremony 
at the State Conference in 

August.   

Marion Countyõs own Leah 
Hoffman, who has worked as 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partmentõs Administrative 
Manager since October, was 
recently selected by state-
wide ballot to serve as the 
President-Elect of the Florida 

Recreation & 
Parks Asso-
c i a t i o n 
(FRPA).  Her 
tenure as 
P r e s i d e n t 
begins in 

2011.      

FRPA is a non
-profit organization dedi-
cated to the promotion, pres-
ervation and advocacy of the 
parks and recreation profes-
sion.  Its membership boasts of 
professionals working for fed-

eral, state and local govern-
ments; advisory board mem-
bers; college and university 
faculty and students; thera-
peutic recreation specialists; 
activity coordinators and sup-
pliers of recreation and park 
products and services.  The 
association provides profes-
sional development and net-
working opportunities and 
resources for its state-wide 

membership. 

Hoffman, a 30 year parks 
and recreation professional, is 
ready for the challenges of 

her position and stated that,  

òMembers of FRPA are skilled 
in the leisure service profes-
sion and work to make certain 
their communityõs quality of 
life incorporates its heritage, 

Parks Administrative Manager, Leah Hoffman, 

Selected as Florida Recreation & Parks Association President-Elect 
Gina Peebles 

òSNO CALAó  
Leah Hoffman 

Jan. 9, 2010 brought a sight 
many thought was left for 
those above the Mason Dixon 
Line - snow.  While it did not 
last long, the dusting allowed 
children to make snow angels 
and a small snowball that 

could be put in the freezer. 

Along with the snow, freezing 
temperatures made water 
lines freeze.  During this time 
several park restrooms were 
temporarily out of service.  

They are now open and avail-

able to the public. 
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Outdoor Times is a monthly 
newsletter provided as a 
public service to park visitors 

and guests. 

Any questions related to this 
publication can be directed 
to Leah Hoffman, Adminis-
trative Manager, in writing 
at Marion County Parks and 
Recreation, 111 SE  25 Ave-
nue, Ocala, FL  34471, by 
telephone at (352) 671-
8560 or via email at:  
leah.hoffman@marioncountyfl.org  
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The Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department will 
offer meeting space for the  
U. S. Census Bureau at Horse-
shoe Lake Park & Retreat and 
Brick City Adventure Park.  
The Bureau has requested the 
use of the rooms to train 
staffers for the work required 
to obtain information for the 
twenty-third United States 
Census, known as Census 
2010.  The Census has been 
conducted each decade since 
1790, as required by the 
United States Constitution, and 
is coming to Marion County in 
March.  Itõs safe, confidential 

and easy. 

Federal and state govern-
ments rely on Census informa-
tion to provide funding and 
determine how many legisla-
tive representatives are allot-
ted to local communities.  Our 
community benefits when we 
participateñincluding more 
funding opportunities for park 
facilities and community or-

ganizations that use our parks. 

You count!  If you would like 
to find out more about the 
2010 Census or to schedule a 
census presentation at your 
organizationõs next meeting, 
contact Christopher Rison of 
Marion County Growth Man-

agement at Christopher.rison 

rison@marioncountyfl.org or 
(352)438-2400 or visit 

www.2010census.gov 

 

answer questions of both kids 
and parents.  Their profession-
alism helped to assure that 

her son was in good hands.   

òI wanted to take the opportu-
nity to let you know about my 
sonõs experience with the cave 
experience at Brick City on 
Saturdayéhe had the best 
time.  Bill and Terry were 
great.  Jesse was especially 
pleased that he got to lead and 
help give direction.  He thought 
that was cool that they tested 

Each quarter a Basic Wild 
Caving Experience is offered 
at Brick City Adventure Park 
as part of òYours to Discoveró 

outdoor recreation programs. 

The Department received a 
letter from a parent whose 
son participated in the pro-

gram and had the òbest time.ó   

Kim Reavis complimented both  
seasonal employees, Bill Bird-
sall and Terry Rou, for their 
leadership and willingness to 

his memory to see if he could 
remember the way out.  This 
was one of the greatest experi-
ences that he has had.  He is 
looking forward to doing more 
activities with the parkõs de-

partmentéó 

For more information on this, 
or our many other outdoor 
adventures, please contact the 
Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department office 

at (352)671-8560. 

Census 2010 
Gina Peebles 

Parent Appreciates the òCave Experienceó 
Cathy Norris 

2010 Spring Baseball and Softball 
Leah Hoffman 

played at Wrigley Fields.  
Registration will continue on 
Feb. 6 from 9 am until 12 

noon and on Feb. 7 from 2 

until 4 pm.  

The fee is $75 per player for 
baseball or softball and 
$50 per player for t-ball.  
Registrants must provide a 

birth certificate at sign-up.   

For more information, 
please call Lisa Panzer at 

(352) 208-0123. 

Memories of the days of snow 
and sleet have begun to slip 
away for glorious fields of 
colorful springtime blooms. 
Warm days with Azalea 
and Magnolia blooms mean 
the sounds of bats swinging 
and cheering fans is not far 

behind. 

Spring baseball and soft-
ball registration is under-
way for games to be 

The minute you start 
talking about what 
youõre going to do if 
you loose, you have 

lost. - George Shultz 

When they start the 
game, they donõt 
yell, òWork ball.ó 
They say, òPlay ball.ó 

- Willie Stargel 
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Entering the cave begins 

the adventure. 

Meeting Hall at Horse-
shoe Lake Park & Retreat 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution

