
Series for ten year olds on 
August 11.  This tournament 
will bring ten teams to Marion 

County for ten days. 

For more information on these 
tournaments, or to schedule a 
tournament, please contact the 
Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department at 

(352) 671-8560. 

  

The year 2010 not only be-
gins the second decade of the 
21st millennium, but it also 
makes history for the Marion 
County Parks and Recreation 
Department.  This year, 
Marion County will host 12 
state, regional and world 
championship tournaments.  
Wrigley Fields, the Rotary 
Sportsplex and the Belleview 
Sportsplex will be the host 
fields for 11 baseball and 
softball tournaments while the  
Baseline Road Trailhead will 
host the Brick City Amateur 
Disc Golf Tournament later 

this month.  

Wrigley Fieldsõ staff is pre-
paring for the Babe Ruth nine-
year-old State Tournament  
scheduled for July 8-11 with 
the District Tournaments for 13 
year olds immediately follow-

ing. 

The Rotary Sportsplex staff is 
gearing up for the Rookie 
Qualifier Tournament sched-
uled from June 10-14, the 
10B and 12B State Tourna-
ment, the District Tournament 
for 14 and 15 year olds, the 
County Tournament and the 
15 year old State Tourna-

ment. 

The season will culminate with 
the Cal Ripken World 

2010 Brings 12 Tournaments to Marion County 
Leah Hoffman 

United Wayõs Annual Day of Caring 
Leah Hoffman 

More than 70 volunteers - 
donning gloves, rakes, shovels, 
brooms and other garden 
tools - weeded, raked, and 
spruced up five parks during 
United Wayõs annual Day of 

Caring.   

Twenty volunteers from West 
Marion Community Hospital 
adopted the Ocala / Marion 
County Veteranõs Memorial 
Park with 50 more volunteer-
ing at Brick City Adventure 

Park, Moss Bluff North and 
South, Ray Wayside (Ocala 
Boat Basin) and the Baseline 

Road Trailhead.    

For more information on Day 
of Caring, please contact 
Summer Gill, Director of Busi-
ness Development at (352) 
7 3 2 - 9 6 9 6  o r  v i s i t 

www.uwmc.org 
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newsletter provided as a 
public service to park visitors 

and guests. 

Any questions related to this 
publication can be directed 
to Leah Hoffman, Adminis-
trative Manager, in writing 
at Marion County Parks and 
Recreation, 111 SE  25 Ave-
nue, Ocala, FL  34471, by 
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leah.hoffman@marioncountyfl.org  
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The economy has people eve-
rywhere looking for afford-
able recreation and vacation 
alternatives.  Many have em-
braced òsta-cations,ó which 
mean you vacation near home 

a n d 
f i n d 
g r e a t 
adven-
tures in 
y o u r 
o w n 
b a c k -

yard.   

T h e 
Marion 
County 
P a r k s 

and Recreation Department 
has seen a notable increase in 
park attendance and Park 

Pass sales last year.   

In FY 06/07, traffic counts 
showed over 490,000 hits, 
with more than 600,000 in FY 
07/08.  Last year, that num-
ber was over 700,000 for our 
21 parks that have traffic 

counters.   

Likewise, our recreation pro-
gram participation increased 

as well.   

Marion County residents and 
visitors can take advantage of 
many unique outdoor experi-
ences provided by the De-

partment including overnight 
family camp-outs, caving, 
kayaking, interpretive hiking, 
boating, swimming, tubing and 

more.   

The next time your family is 
looking to reconnect with na-
ture, visit your local County 

parks.   

For more information, or to 
request a free parks bro-
chure, please contact the 
Marion County Parks and 
Recreation Department at  

(352) 671-8560. 

Church (who provided the 
location for the program) and 
the Marion County Sheriffõs 
Office (who is funding the 
program through Drug Seizure 
funds),ó stated Lt. Robert Pack 
whose district is responsible 
for the Ocala Park Estates 

area. 

The mobile program will offer 
a variety of recreational ac-
tivities in a safe and super-
vised environment that is age 

appropriate.     

The R.O.C.K. (Recreation Out-
reach to Community Kids) Pro-
gram, is a mobile community 
based recreation program for 
children (ages 6-11) in the 

Ocala Park Estates community.   

òThe R.O.C.K Program is a 
way of reaching the elemen-
tary school age children in our 
community through a partner-
ship between the Marion 
County Parks and Recreation 
Department (who will oversee 
the program), Agape Baptist 

The R.O.C.K Program is free 
and will meet on the second 
Saturday of each month be-
ginning on March 13.  The 
program will run from 10 a.m. 

until 2 p.m.   

Parents must complete a reg-
istration/waiver form and a 

child emergency form.   

Please contact the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
(352) 671-8560 for more 

information.  

Visitation Up in County Parks 
Leah Hoffman 

Ocala Park Estates R.O.C.K. 
Cathy Norris 

Brick City Adventure Park Re-Dedication 
Leah Hoffman 

of unique outdoor recreation 
opportunities including an 
unimproved wild cave, low 

ropes course and quarry trail.   

The County seized the oppor-
tunity to make improvements 
to the site including renovat-
ing the Cityõs Discovery Sci-
ence Center into the Countyõs 
first community center, and 
adding state of the art field 
lighting, playground equip-
ment, a paved entrance drive 

and pavilions. 

A re-dedication ceremony is 
scheduled for Friday, March 
26 beginning at 3:30 p.m.  St. 
John Lutheran Church & School 
has graciously offered to pro-
vide ice cream for the cere-
mony.  Other family friendly 
events are planned including  
face painting, an òI Spyó Trail 

Walk and arts / crafts. 

For more information, please 
contact the Department at 

(352) 671-8560. 

The Board of County Commis-
sioners, through the Parks and 
Recreation Department, took 
over the operation of Brick 
City Adventure Park from the 
City of Ocala on October 1, 
2008 due to budget reduc-

tions.   

Marion County implemented a 
new marketing strategy, and 
renamed the park to Brick 
City Adventure Park (BCAP).  
Many citizens and visitors 
were unaware of the offering 
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òThe R.O.C.K Programó  
is a way of reaching 
the elementary school 

age children in our 
community through a 
partnership between 
the Marion County 

Parks and Recreation 
Department, Agape 

Baptist Church and the 
Marion County Sheriffõs 
Officeó, stated Lt. 

Robert Pack. 


